Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 11113 071516Z 

46 

ACTION CU-03 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO /016W 

116887 

R 07 1408Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3075 
INFO USIA WASHDC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 11113 

STATE FOR CU/ARTS, INFO: EUR/SOV, CU/EE; USIA FOR IEU 

E.O. 1 1652 N/A 
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SUB J : EXCHANGES: CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS (CU/ARTS): SOFT 
ROCK GROUP: GOSKNOTSERT TURNS-DOWN DOOBIE BROS. 

REF: (A) STATE 177579 

(B) STATE 170075 

(C) MOSCOW 10437 

1. GOSK OFFICIALS KOKONIN AND NETTO VIEWED DOOBIE BROS. 

TAPE AND AFTER STUNNED SILENCE KOKONIN REMARKED. "OF 
COURSE WE COULD BRING THIS GROUP, BUT IT WOULD BE THE 
LAST THING I EVER DID AT GOSK." BOTH OFFICIALS POINTED 
TO COMBINATION OF LONG HAIR, STAGE DRESS AND HARD 
ROCK IN REPERTOIRE AS BLOCKS TO ACCEPTANCE. EMBOFF 
REQUESTED GOSK OFFICIALS SUGGEST MODIFICATIONS THAT WOULD 
MAKE GROUP ACCEPTABLE, BUT KOKONIN REPLIED THAT THE 
PRIMARY GOSK WORRY WAS CROWD CONTROL DURING PERFORMANCES 
AND FEAR THAT HARD ROCK WOULD INFLAME YOUNG AUDIENCES. 
KOKONIN RECOUNTED BAD EXPERIENCE WITH POLISH ROCK GROUP 
WHICH WHEN ASKED TO SHORTEN HAIR FOR SOVIET TOUR SHAVED 
THEIR HEADS AND PRESENTED A WILD SPECTACLE. KOKONIN 
REQUESTED WE SUBMIT NEW SOFT ROCK GROUP FOR VEVIEW AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE AND GAVE THE EXAMPLE OF CROSBY, STILLS, 

NASH AND YOUNG WHICH, ALTHOUGH NOW UNAVAILABLE, WOUD BE 
ACCEPTABLE TYPE OF GROUP. EMBOFF POINTED OUT CSN&Y'S 
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LIGHT SOFTNESS THEIR ROCK, DRESS PLAYED SMALL ROLL IN 
GOSK'S OVERALL EVALUATION. 

3. COMMENT: TURN-DOWN OF DOOBIE BROS. APPEARED MOTIVATED 
PRIMARILY BY HARDNESS OF THEIR ROCK, BUT THEIR DRESS ON 
STAGE SEEMED FINAL STRAW FOR GOSK AND THEY DID NOT WISH 
DISCUSS MODIFICATIONS THAT MIGHT MAKE GROUP ACCEPTABLE. 
KOKONIN HAD HEARD THREE MORE DOOBIE BROS. RECORDS 
AFTER FIRST ONE, AND HIS OVERALL VIEW OF THEIR REPERTOIRE 
AFTER HEARING ALL FOUR WAS NEGATIVE. MENTION OF 
CSN&Y AS ACCEPTABLE INDICATES COMBINATION OF FACTORS: 

MUSIC, DRESS, STAGE MANNERISMS AND GROOMING TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT 
BY GOSK IN EVALUATING SOFT ROCK GROUPS, WITH SLIGHT 
EXCESSES IN ONE FACTOR PERHAPS BEING BALANCED OUT BY OTHER MORE 
ACCEPTABLE FACTORS. POST SUGGESTS FOLLOWING AS EXAMPLES 
OF GROUPS WHICH MAY BE ACCEPTABLE TO GOSK: SIMON AND 
GARFUNKLE (SEE "ROLLING STONE" AUGUST 14, 1975, PAGE 20), 

JAMES TAYLOR, JOHN DENVER AND THE BEACH BOYS. POST 
REGRETS FINE EFFORT BY CU/ARTS IN OBTAINING DOOBIE BROS. 

HAS BEEN IN VAIN AND HOPES FURTHER INFORMATION GENERATED 
BY EXPERIENCE WILL BE OF VALUE FOR NEXT NOMINATION. 

STOESSEL 
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